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What is Sociology?
Sociology is the study of Society, the ‘social world’. Sociology looks beyond the day-to- day and asks; what is the real nature of Society, why does it function like it does and for whose benefit? 

Sociology asks you to understand and apply key concepts such as power, gender, ethnicity and culture to important and topical issues such as the Mass Media, Education, Crime, Deviance and Religion which shape the world we live in. 

What will I study as part of the course?
AS Level

	Culture and Identity: SCLY 1
· What is normal?

· What makes us human?

· Why do people behave as they do?

· Is Society about co-operation, or conflict?

· Is Society fair?

· What is culture?

· Who has the power?


	Education and Young People: SCLY 2
· What is the point in school?

· What decides whether we are successful in Education?

· What are the problems faced by young people today?


A2 level

	Crime: SCLY 3
· What causes crime?

· Can we do anything about it?

· Which groups commit crime and why?

· Who are victims of crime, why are they vulnerable?

· What is the point of prison?
	The Mass Media: SCLY 4
· Who controls the Media?
· How powerful is the Media?
· How does it affect us?
or

Sociology of religion: SCLY 4
· Why are people religious?

· Why is religion in decline?

· Is religion in decline?

· Why do people join cults?




SCLY 1 and 4 are examined in January, SCLY 2 and 3 are examined in January. 
How will I be taught?

Lessons at A-level are very different from teaching at GCSE, with much more room for discussion, group-work, student presentations and independent research, as well as teacher led activities. You will be given 2 textbooks 
Further the department makes the majority of its resources available online at its website www.mrthirkill.com , through the school internet and via www.youtube.com/mrthirkill
You will receive regular emails with resources and guidance on work. 

The department has an extensive library of video and textbook resources that students may borrow to aid their independent learning.  After-school enrichment and support sessions run to further support students’ progress, especially during the run up to exams. 
How will I be supported?

The Sociology department is proud of the support that it gives to students. Students receive 1 to 1 coaching throughout the year and have a full programme of revision sessions during Easter and May half-term in the run up to exams. Students are given a comprehensive range of revision materials and a set of daily activities to ensure that they achieve the highest possible marks. 

Students work hard in Sociology A level, but in 2010 Sociology A level achieved 83% A* to B against a Rydens Sixth form average of 51%. 


Student views:

“Enthusiastic teacher, I enjoyed when we made our own presentations, practical work (like creating cards etc.) & class discussions.” Alice DeWarrenne-Waller, 2010, grade A*.

“The areas I found stimulating would be the fact that we were learning from a different sources such as presentations or making cards. That really helped as it would keep me interested.” Fathama Ullah, 2010, grade A. 
What other subjects would combine well with Sociology?

Sociology combines well with many subjects but especially Psychology, Geography, History, English, Media Studies, Biology, Business and Biology. 
What is Sociology good for?
Sociology is an academic subject and is accepted by all top Universities. The study skills learnt in Sociology are an excellent preparation for Higher Education and for career paths such as Law, the Police, Market research, Politics, Education, Medicine and Social work.  
What are the entry requirements?

Students are required to have obtained 5 good GCSE passes at grade C, or above. This must include a C in English GCSE. In special circumstances the department may consider students who do not meet these requirements. 

There is no requirement to have studied Sociology at GCSE – just to have an open and enquiring mind. 

How can I find out more? 
If you want to know more Mr Thirkill is very happy to answer any questions you might have, either at lunchtime, or at special options evening events. Mr Thirkill can be contacted at alexthirkill@rydens.surrey.sch.uk
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