Applied Profiling (one case study only)

Case study 1

A famous case in which David Canter's offender profiling was helpful to the police was that of Adrian Babb:

Between January 1986 and March 1988, seven attacks on elderly women took place in tower blocks in south Birmingham. Women aged in their 70s and 80s, often infirm, were followed into the lifts by a stocky young man who overpowered them and took them to the top floor of the tower block, sometimes carrying them up the last two flights of stairs to the landing near the roof. There he raped them and escaped. Consistent patterns appeared to suggest the work of the same man. The offender had a limited repertoire of locations, victims and actions, which suggested a man operating in a constrained world. Canter noticed that the tower blocks were like islands surrounded by major dual carriageways.

Victims reported the attacker as Black, athletic, without body odours and carrying a sports bag. After the first offence he made no attempt to disguise himself; so he had no fear that he would be recognised locally — the paradox of deep familiarity of tower blocks with the confidence in anonymity.

From the details of the case, Canter drew out his profile with the following main points-

· Not violent because only necessary force used. 

· Athletic build suggests solitary sports interest - for example, bodybuilding or swimming. 

· Cleanliness and organisation suggests he was obsessive. 

· No attempts to avoid forensic evidence suggested he was not aware of police procedures, thus not convicted before for this type of crime. Possible previous conviction for minor sexual offences. 

· Ease with older women suggests dealing with elderly people in non-offence context. 

· Knowledge of tower blocks suggests he lives in one. Based on this report, a police detective searched through the records of minor sexual offenders, and found a match between Babb's fingerprints and those at the scene of crime. It was the lack of forensic awareness that led to his arrest. Babb was a swimming pool attendant, hence the cleanliness and lack of body odour, and he looked after sessions for the elderly. 

.

Case Study 2:
The Railway Killer & Prof. David Canter

John Duffy (active from 1982-1987) aka "the Railway Killer" was the first offender in English legal history to be identified by the procedure known as psychological offender profiling (POP). He terrorised north London and the Home Counties by raping and killing at least 7 women. He was suspected of being responsible for 18 more from an earlier time period. His wife later reported that he said he always believed "rape was a natural thing for a man to do". 
The crimes involved attacks at night on or near railway trains. 15-19 year old girls were accosted while waiting for a train or thrown off a train as it left the station. He would then commit a brutal rape and typically use a garrotte to finish off his victims. Police were so frustrated over 3 violent attacks in one night during 1985 that they created "Operation Hart", which was to become the largest manhunt in Britain since the Yorkshire Ripper (Sutcliffe) case. The first attacks were rapes, which initially were thought to be the work of two offenders together. Then the pat​tern became clear, and with the later murders, it was definitely one man. However, later evidence did show that Duffy was helped by his friend Mulcahy. 
When Canter joined the detectives working on the case they compiled a table of all the offences with comprehensive details in an attempt to establish a pattern. A profile was subsequently drawn up which included the following description: 

1.      · Lives in the area circumscribed by the first three cases (1982-83): 

2.    · Probably lives with wife/girlfriend, possibly without children; 
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    · Mid to late 20s, right-handed, A secretor (evidence of blood group A in bodily fluids): 

      
4. · Semiskilled or skilled job, with weekend work: 

5.     · Knowledge of the railway system; 

6.    · Criminal record, involving violence, 

Duffy was in the Operation Hart database (5000 suspects) for having an arrest history of related, but minor violent crimes. One of his victims also survived, and could not give a good description because of rape trauma, but the press picked up on calling him the "Man with the Laser Eyes" from what she could describe. The type of garrotte he used was a "Spanish windlass", a knot typically used by carpenters to hold wood together. He made some attempts to clean up the crime scene, but police almost always found semen traces and in some cases, small footprints (Duffy turned out to be 5'4" tall). 
Police interviewed and tried to take blood samples from all 5000 suspects in the database. When Duffy was interviewed, he refused the blood test, as was his right. 
He had a friend mug him, and also put himself voluntarily in a mental hospital, to get out of any further meetings with police. 
Eventually, police enlisted the help of Prof. David Canter, an expert in behavioural science and professor of applied psychology at Surrey University. Canter built up a profile based on witness statements and crime scene reports, mostly geographical information. Canter was able to guess that the killer lived in the Kilburn/ Cricklewood area of north-west London, was married, childless, and had an unhappy married life.
The profile proved to be amazingly accurate in 13 out of 17 points. Canter's technique was summed up as "the criminal leaves evidence of his personality through his actions in relation to a crime, and any person's behavior exhibits characteristics unique to that person as well as patterns and consistencies which are typical of the sub-group to which he or she belongs".
When the psychological profile was run alongside the Operation Hart database, it came up with a computer match for John Duffy. He was immediately arrested at his mother's house where police also obtained enough forensic evidence to prosecute him. At his trial in 1988, he was sentenced to seven life sentences. 
When John Duffy was arrested in November 1988 he turned out to live in Kilburn, was separated from his wife, was in his late 20s, right-handed and an A secretor, was a travelling carpenter for British Rail and was known to the police for having raped his wife at knifepoint. Duffy was initially 1505th in a list of 2000 suspects and the profile enabled prompt action to be taken. Canter compiled his profile by analysing the detail of the offences, e.g. what had been said, the nature of the sexual activity, knowledge of police procedures, etc. 

	Main points of Canter’s profile
	Characteristics of offender

	Lived in area near to area of first crimes (1983)

Probably lives with woman

Aged mid-to late-20s

Right-handed

Semi-skilled or skilled job with weekend work, but relatively isolated work 

Knowledge of railways

Previous criminal record for violence (maybe arrested between October 1982 and January 1984)

Be a loner, with few friends

 

 

Physically small, with feelings of unattractiveness

Interest in martial arts

Needs to dominate women

Fantasies about rape and bondage

Fascination for weapons, especially swords and knives

 

Fantasies about sex and violence

Keeps souvenirs from crimes

 
	Lived in area suggested

Recently separated from wife

Aged late 20s

Correct

Travelling carpenter

 

Worked for British Rail 

Raped wife at knife point

 

Duffy had only two male friends, one of which was his co-offender David Malcahy

5feet 4inches with acne

Member of a martial arts club

Attacked wife

Tied up his wife before sex

Had Kung Fu weapons at home

Had hard-core porn videos

Had 33 door keys from victims


Source: Canter, 1994
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