Introduction to Sociology:
What is Sociology?

“The scientific study of Society.” – Longman dictionary. Short and sweet, leads us onto many interesting controversies. 
Sociology comes from the Latin for companion [socio-] and for study [-ology], whether it is a ‘science’ is indeed an interesting question:


· Some sociologists [called positivists] say ‘yes’, using rigorous scientific methods we can be objective and discover rules and laws to how societies function, change and develop.  In this way Sociology can develop a sort of parity with the Natural Sciences, though in practice in may be hard to achieve. 

This point of view was very popular up until the 1960s at least. 

· Most modern Sociologists would tend to disagree that Sociology can be “just like the Natural Sciences” and the failure to come to agreement on what counts as good Sociology, or good Sociological methodology tends to support this conclusion. 

But that’s okay - there are plenty of things; Philosophy, Art, Music, Politics, History, Geography; which aren’t ‘sciences’ but still say interesting things about the world and are worth researching. 

What do Sociologists study?

Many things, including amongst many others: 

· Power- who has it, how is it exercised, what is power?

· Culture- what is culture, how does it change, develop, alter, is it controlled, or is it somehow ‘independent’?
· Relationships between individuals and institutions, individuals and small/larger groups, between individuals and ‘Society’. 

Different factions within Sociology: 

As already implied, there isn’t much consensus in how to do good Sociology, or in conclusions about important Sociological questions. 

One way of contrasting the different approaches is to acknowledge that some perspectives give a lot of emphasis on ‘the Individual’ and their choices, some say that looking at this ‘level’ misses the point [Methodological Individualism], and we need to study larger groups and entities to understand the picture to any meaningful degree [Methodological Holism]. 

We should also acknowledge that some perspectives are radical about, or critical of existing Social institutions. 
More recent models/theories try to combine the strengths of many outlooks.
 
[image: image1]

	
[image: image2]
	

	
	
[image: image3]



Today some Sociologists would argue that the original conception of Sociology as a social science is now an anachronism: They would suggest that Sociology evolved at a time [late 19th to early 20th C] when there was a preoccupation with the measurable, the ‘scientific’, which was itself emblematic of cultural attitudes of rational confidence and progress. 


This cultural attitude has declined in the last 30 years, and there is increasing uncertainty and distrust about Science and ‘progress’ we call this view post-Modernism. 





Radical/critical:


Current society has many problems – it needs to change radically.





Conservative:


Society is good. It should stay the same








Strong emphasis on individuals and choices





Individuals are controlled by society – they have little control over themselves or their choices





Marx





Functionalism





Symbolic Interactionism





Rational Choice Theory





Sociology





Study of Arts- e.g. English





Philosophy





Reality and how it is perceived and created.





Culture





Anthropology





Theory and explanation





Morality





Politics





Power





Psychology





How individuals and small groups behave





Biology





Neurology





Chemistry





Organic chemistry





Wealth Money and Class





Economics





Sociology is a Mongerel!





Race and ethnicity





Natural Sciences





Moral Sciences





Feminism








